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DEADLINE LOOMS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP TAKE -UP 

Farmers inspired to take part in environmental stewardship following Michael Gove’s appointment as Secretary of 

State at Defra are being warned that the timescale for taking action is now very short. 

Alastair Wilson, a partner at Winchester-based BCM Rural Property Specialists, points out Mr Gove has long been 

a supporter of farming and particularly of encouraging the industry to care for the environment, matching the 

aims of the scheme run by Natural England. 

But farmers considering enrolment in the Countryside Stewardship programme need to act quickly if they are to 

succeed, adds Mr Wilson. 

“The deadline for applications to be submitted to Natural England is September 31, which may seem a long way 

off for farming enterprises gearing up for harvest in rapidly ripening cereal crops,” says Mr Wilson. 

“However, the crunch date is July 31, by which time farmers and landowners must have requested an application 

pack to be considered for stewardship schemes. The current round of funding kicks in on January 1, 2018; anyone 

missing the deadline at end of July is effectively barring themselves from receiving any money for their hard work 

until 2019 at the earliest. 

“With such uncertainty for agriculture finances ahead, that’s a whole year’s funding wasted when there may not 

be that many years left in which to draw on support. 

“The wrong way to approach the problem is dithering over applying for a pack while deciding whether or not to 

take part in stewardship. It’s better to have a pack that’s not used than wake up on August 1 and find you are too 

late!” 
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